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Turning from scandal to reality, we come now to a curious incident, which occasioned a fresh political convulsion, where Caesar appears, not as an actor in an affair of gallantry, but as a sufferer
Pornpey was still absent Caasar had resumed his duties as a praator, and was living in the official house of the Pontifex Maxunus, with his mother Aurelia and his wife Pompeia The age was feitale of new religions The woiship of the Bona Dea, a foreign goddess of unknown origin, had recently been introduced into Rome, and an annual festival was held in her honor m the house of one or other of the principal magistrates. The Vestal virgins officiated at the ceremonies, and women only weie permitted to be piesent This year the pontifical palace was selected for the occasion, and Caesar's wife Pompeia was to preside
The reader may remembei a certain youth named Clodms, who had been with LucuDus in Asia, and had been a chief instigator of the mutiny in his aimy. He was Lucullus's brother-in-law, a member of the Claudian family, a patngian of the patricians, and connected by blood and marriage with the proudest members of the Senate. If Cicero is to be believed, he had graduated even while a boy in every form of vice, natural and unnatural He was bold, clever, unprincipled, and unscrupulous, with a slender diminutive figure and a delicate woman's face His name was Clodius Pulcher Cicero played upon it and called him Pulchellus Puer, " the pretty boy " Between this piomismg young man and CsBsar's wife Pompeia there had sprung up an acquaintance, which Clodius was anxious to pi ess to further extremes. Pompeia was difficult of access, her mother-in-law